
 

The Cape May Maritime Museum is pleased to announce plans to partner with the 

Museum of Cape May County beginning in the Spring of 2017.  The County Mu-

seum has a treasure trove of Maritime Artifacts to compliment the Maritime Mu-

seum’s Collection!   

  

In early June the Maritime Museum’s Divers will be offering a Shipwreck Exhibit in 

the Main Hall at the County Museum.  Treasures; dating back to the 1700’s recov-

ered by Local Master Divers from their Research Vessel will provide a fascinating 

window to what lies below the waters just off our local shores!  Tales of heroism,  

tragedies and incredible riches as they relate to vessels that met their untimely de-

mise...  

 

Photo of diver Kathleen Cortlessa discovering a piece of china from the Champion 

which lies in 35 feet of water; courtesy of Rustin Cassway and Brian Sullivan 
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Maritime Museum Update continued:  U.S. Coast Guard Motor Life Boat  P A G E  2   

 

 

U.S. Coast Guard Motor Life Boat CG36538 Restoration.  

Dr. William (Bill) Thiesen; Commander U.S. Coast Guard His-

torians Foundation has been instrumental in the Maritime Mu-

seum’s acquisition of  this National Treasure.  CG36538 was 

transported back to her home port from the Cheatham Virginia 

Naval Weapons and Warehouse by Boat Hauler Bob Smizer.   

She has been deemed eligible for inclusion on the New Jersey 

and National Historic Registries. 

 

A Cape May County Open Spaces Trust Grant Application sub-

mitted by Joan Berkey was approved to assist with the restora-

tion.  Of the 228 built at Curtis Bay, MD only a few  of these 

vessels remain.  CG36538 was operational in Ocean City, Cape 

May County, NJ in the 1960’s.  Maritime Museum Metal Ship-

wright Volunteer Wayne Whalen will be joining Milt Edelman, 

Wayne Adams and other Museum & Coast Guard Volunteers in 

this challenging restoration effort!  Master Diesel Machinist Jo-

seph Stefanovicz; along with Eckel’s and South Jersey Diesel 

Marine Servicers are remanufacturing the GM471 Engine.    

Please contact Wayne@CapeMayMaritimeMuseum.org for 

more information 

 

These very seaworthy boats 

were self bailing and self 

righting as depicted in the 

recently released Walt Dis-

ney Picture’s ‘The Finest 

Hours’.  The most heroic  

small craft rescue in Coast 

Guard History.  Cape May 

Harbor Tours are planned 

when she is completed in 

2018? 

 

(Pictured left fully restored 

CG36500) 

 

  



Maritime Museum Update continued:  1876 Life Saving Station P A G E  3   

 

The NJ DEP CAFRA Application for a Land Use Permit to reconstruct the historic and beauti-

ful1y architected 1876 Centennial Life Saving Station and Park at the Old Steamboat Land-

ing Site (Higbee Beach Wildlife Management Area) has been approved.  Pre-Construction 

site preparations are slowly being completed; while a long term lease agreement is being final-

ized to begin construction.  Site preparations include a much needed parking area, clean-up of 

debris, fencing and the start of a Monarch Butterfly Habitat.  Final clean-up, a nature trail; as 

well as portable rest room facilities are planned.  If you are interested in joining  the ñFriends 

of the 1876 Life Saving Stationò to help with the clean-up, planning, construction and/or fi-

nancing of this important part of our local heritage please contact   

Jonathan@CapeMayMaritimeMuseum.org for more information                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

                                                          Circa 1877 to 1954 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Maritime Museum Update continued:  Monomoy Surf Boat   P A G E  4   

 

 

Monomoy Boat Restoration: The restoration of the Maritime Museum’s  Monomoy Boat 

Restoration  has been put on hold due to the lack of funding.  Shipwright George Loos headed 

up the Team of Volunteers.  Restoration work included steaming and installed new ribs; as well 

as new laminated stems.  Chuck Prichard provided the copper rivets and use of his planner. 

Maritime Museum Volunteer Brian Sullivan storied material and also providing the use of his 

workshop.  Our good friend Commander Timothy Dring (US Navy Ret) continues to provide 

guidance in the faithful execution of U.S. Coast Guard Motor Life Boat CG36538 Restoration, 

the Monomoy Surf Boat Restoration and the Centennial Life Saving Station Reconstruction.  

Detailed Drawings of the original boats are on display.   The surf boat will be used for re-

enactments and display at the 1876 Life Saving Station.  (Top Photo is sister  vessel restored at 

the Overfall’s Foundation in Lewes Delaware) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



Maritime Museum Update continued: Youth Boat Building & Research  P A G E  5   

 

The Youth Boat Building Outreach Program: Construction of the ‘St-Ayle’s’ Scottish De-

signed Skiff at Lower Cape Regional High School continues!  Teacher; Mathew Suter is pro-

viding the instruction to the Student Apprentices with support from Superintendent of  Schools 

Christopher Kobik and Director of Curriculum Joe Castellucci.  The Maritime Museum pro-

vided the financing for the first Kit; which includes the plans, mold and materials.  Jeffrey Rei-

chel; Lund’s Fisheries transported the kits from Maine. George Loos with his team provided 

the Technical Guidance in building the first of these  beautiful wooden boat.  

   

 

 

  



Maritime Museum Update continued: Research  P A G E  6   

 

Villas Librarian, Local Maritime Subject Matter Expert and Cape May Maritime Museum Di-

rector of Research; Ed Carson continues to provide interesting displays to highlight our rich 

maritime heritage.  Check out the display case at the rear of the Library.   

 

Special Thanks to our Members, Volunteers, Sponsors, Local, County, State and National 

Leaders for your continued support and encouragement!  

   

Special thanks to Pary Tell at the Cape May County Department of Culture & Heritage; also to 

our Local Reporters who continue to be generous in their press releases that include Cape May 

Star & Wave’s Jack Fichter,  Christopher South at the Gazette, Mary Linehan and Rich Degner. 

 

Should you have any comments, questions or simply would like to know more about a particu-

lar activity please contact Kevin Maloney, President  @ (609) 412-1250  Fair Winds!                         

  


